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SPORTS WRITERS hang- 
ing around the batting cage 
before World Series games 
had a bail asking political 
questions of a familiar fig- 
ure covering the event for 
Life Magazine. 

What did he think of Hu- 
bert Humphrey? Well, Hum- 
phrey was the kid who could 
only get into the game by 
letting them use his school 
bag as second base. 

And Spiro Agnew? Well 
he was like Zeke Bonura, 
the lumbering first baseman 
of immigrant stock who 
never knew whether to go 
for a ball hit between first 
and second or to cover the 
base. 

Those snide cracks an- 
nounced to anybody who 
didn't know it that Gene 
McCarthy was back in form 
af ter his post-convention va- 
cation. And now the end of 
his World Series assignment 
brings McCarthy face to 
face with the problem he 
has been dodging since the 
New Hampshire primary 
last spring— the problem of 
a re-entry to normal partici- 
pation in American politics. 

For despite all his stress 
on participation politics 
McCarthy is almost exclu- 
sively an engine for partici- 
pation by Americans who 
think of themselves as bet- 
ter than other Americans — 
the leader of the Pharisees. 

BECAUSE HE caters to 
their feelings of moral super- 
iority, McCarthy’s candi- 
dacy, as the battle of Chi- 
cago indicated enflamed the 
basic social tension in this 
country — the tension be- 
tween low-income and up- 
per-income whites. And a 
necessary condition to the 
winding down of that fear- 
ful tension is, that McCarthy 
in the next few weeks bring 
hijnself and his followers 
back into the normal game 
of give-and-take politics. 

To explain all this it is 
necessary for me once again 
to advert to the concept of 
Middle America— Che great 
mass of low-income whites 
who make up the over- 
whelming majority in this 
country. During the past 
few years, Middle America 
has been placed under enor- 
mous pressure by the grow- 
ing demands of upper-in- 
come highly educated 
Americans. 

For openers, upper-income 
America has demanded bet- 
ter quality in restaurants 
garages, schools, hotels, po- 
lice protection, and a thou- 
sand other services chiefly 


supplied by low income 
whites. It has, additionally, 
wanted to improve the sta- 
tus of the Negro, at the ex- 
pense of Middle America; to 
raise taxes, also at the ex- 
pense of Middle America; 
and to circumscribe the 
power used in wars fought 
chiefly by the sons of Mid- 
dle America. When these de- 
mands have been contested, 
Middle America has been 
scorned as dim-witted jingo- 

Without altogether mean- 
ing it perhaps, Senator Mc- 
Carthy has been the politi- 
cal validation of upper-in- 
come America. His snide 
cracks express with vehe- 
ment brilliance contempt of 
Middle America. 

HIS UNHEROIC, casual 
concept of the Presidency 
put a discount on leader- 
ship, and a premium on the 
release of fine feelings. His 
solution for most of the 
country's problems was to 
get rid of the folksy figures 
despised by upper-income 
America— J. Edgar Hoover, 
General Lewis Hershey, 
Dean Rusk. Even on the 
problem of Vietnam, his 
main prescription was to be » 
morally superior, to let go. 1 

Precisely because he did 
not grapple directly w*th 
problems, McCarthy made 
almost no appeal to the 
basic interest groups com- 
prising the Democratic 
Party, and he never had a 
chance for tihe party's nomi- 
nation. Aiter the enormous 
achievement of causing 
President Johnson to with- 
draw, the responsible course 
was to make for himself and 
his followers an accommoda- 
tion with another Democrat 
who oame close to his posi- 
tion on the key issue of 
Vietnam. 

Twice this logical ending 
to the McCarthy movement 
has been averted by fate 
working dn conjunction with 
the Senator's disposition to 
take himself more seriously 
than his work. Thus Mc- 
Carthy played the injured 
party when Senator Robert 
Kennedy came into the race, 
and then assassination 
snuffed out the chances for 
aji entente. Similarly, he 
acted as though he had been 
personally wronged by Vice 
President Humphrey’s vic- 
tory at the convention, and 
then the Chicago cops, by 
beating up on his followers, i 
made it a martyr’s act not to 



support the Humphrey-Mu- 
skie ticket. 

NOW THE McCarthy re- 
entry problem comes up for 
a third time. He has an op- 
portunity to bring himself 
and his followers back into 
a Party which has gone a 
long way to meet his own 
stand on Vietnam. By a rap- 
prochement, he could proba- 
bly induce an even stronger 
approach to peace. 

But probably Senator 
McCarthy will not follow 
that sensible course. Proba- 
bly he will continue to play 
the outsider, asserting by 
smart cracks and Che casual 
stance, the sense of superi. 
ority that continues to set 
him and his followers apart 
from normal participation in 
the American result. And 
the predictable result is that 
the deep malevolence al- 
ready so widespread in Mid- 
dle America will be further 
enhanced, and more goaded 
to express itself in assaults 
on the McCarthy followers 
and on the values dear to 
them and, they might re- 
member, to not a few others 
among us. 
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